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Rep. Richardson Preyer, D-M.C., now in the role 
of de facto chairman of the House Assassinations 
Committee, likens himself to the man in Mark 
Twain's story who is being ridden out of town on a 
rail. 

“If it wasn’t for the honor of the thing,” he said 
wryly, “I’d just as soon walk.” 

But Preyer and the other 10 members of the 
panel met yesterday, ignoring the absence of the 
resigned chairman, Henry B. Gonzalez, D-Tex., in 
an effort to patch things up enough so that the 
House may extend the life of the committee past 
its March 31 expiration date. 

With Preyer carefully functioning under the title 
of presiding officer rather than acting chairman, 
the panel took a series of steps to revive the work 
of investigating the murders of President John F. 

Kennedy and Dr. Martin Luther 1 King Jr. Even so, 
most House insiders concede that the committee’s 
chances of survival past the end of this month are 
minimal. 

The 11 members worked smoothly with the con- 
troversial chief counsel, Richard A, Sprague, who 
was fired by Gonzalez but kept on by the rest of the 
committee. It voted a series of moves to keep the 
staff functioning. These included: 

* Adoption of rules that somewhat tighten commit- 
tee control over staff hiring and firing and rule out 
the use of polygraphs and stress evaluators with- 
out written permission of both the witness and the 
majority of the committee. 

• Appointment of a task force headed by Rep. 

Louis Stokes, D-Ohio, to work with the committee 
staff on a budget to present to the House for opera- 
tions after March 31. Implicit in the appointment 
was Preyer’s warning that what cost factor is 
presented to the House may determine whether 
the committee will continue to exist. 

* Permission for committee staffers to take 
another voluntary pay cut down to 61 percent, or 
no less than $10,000 a year, while expenditures are 
limited to $84,000 a month. Last month the 73-per- 
son staff voluntarily took a wage cut down to 65 
percent of annual salary so no one would have to 
be let go. 

• Authority for Preyer to sign pay vouchers for 
February. 

* Designation of Reps. Sam Devine, R-Ohio; Wal- 
ter E. Faun troy, D-D.C., and Preyer to meet with 
Atty. Gen. Griffin' B. Bell to obtain renewed access 
for committee investigators to files of the Justice 
Department and FBI on the Kennedy-King mur- 
ders. This access was denied the staff by Bell at 
the request of Gonzalez at the height of his feud 
with Sprague. 

• Authorizing Preyer to sign subpoenas, arrange 
permission for the staff to make long-distance 
phone calls and obtain stationery and franked en- 
velopes from the Government Printing Office. 

The committee also voted to continue meeting 
almost daily for the rest of this week t:> try to 
make up for lost time. 

The budget task force headed by Stokes today 
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will meet with Sprague on projected costs of future 
staff operations. 

Tomorrow, the committee will receive two brief- 
ings on progress made so far by Sprague’s inves- 
tigtors, and there may be another hearing on 
Thursday. Preyer said he hoped the progress re- 
port hearing could be done in open session. 


GONZALEZ REMAINED in Texas and, for the 
most part, there were only careful references to 
the absent chairman. Rep. Charles Thone, R-Neb., 
however, declared that if Preyer had been named 
chairman the committee would not find itself in 
what he called a “ridiculous situation,” “a three- 
ring. circus” and a “Keystone Kops adventure.” 
He asked Sprague, “Is the ship sinking?” 

Sprague replied with a grin, “There have been 
some torpedoes fired.” 

Meanwhile, House Speaker Thomas P. O’Neill 
said he is nearly ready to ask the House whether 
Gonzalez’ resignation should be accepted. And 
Fauntroy said he is preparing to call for public 
hearings within the next two weeks, possibly with 
James Earl Ray as a witness. Ray pleaded guilty 
to slaying King and was given a life sentence, but 
he is now recanting his confession. 

Despite these belated measures for putting the 
affairs of the committee back in order, old Capitol 
Hill hands say they cannot imagine members of 
the House permitting a committee employe, such 
as Sprague, to survive a confrontation with the 
chairman, Gonzalez, one of their own. Most insid- 
ers feel the committee's chances of surviving are 
almost nil unless Gonzalez’ resignation is followed 
by that of Sprague. 



